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Yitzchok said to Yaakov, Come close, if you please, and let me touch you, my son.

Are you my son Esav or not? (27:21)

Rashi writes: 1wy T 'K 1272 pnX' 10N
M{pn 12 K NTLI'9] Y DY DY NI
17K 'n- Yitzchak said to himself, “It is
not Esav’s way to mention the name of
Hashem so readily, and this one says etc.

The plan was simple. Yaakov needed to
disguise himself as Esav, and the brochos
would be his. Following his mother’s
advice, he took his brother’s goat skins
which were hairy like his brother. Yitzchok
never questioned the sound of his voice,
only the content, so apparently, they
were similar; all was set and ready to go.
It was only because Yakov mentioned the
name of Hashem which was atypical of
Esav that Yitzchok began to suspect that
the person standing in front of him was
not Esav.

If from the outset Yakov was worried
about being caught, why did he talk like
Yaakov? Did he really need to mention
since

Hashem’s name? Furthermore,

Yitzchok himself saw or noticed a

contradiction, why did he decide to give
him the brochos?

The Beis Halevi answers that Esav was
worried that Yaakov would steal the
brochos utilizing great chochma in
tricking Yitzchak; he would mimic the way
Esav speaks. So, Esav said to Yitzchok “in
that case, | shall speak like Yaakov and in
that manner, you will know that it is me,
Esav.” Realizing this, Yaakov spoke like
Yaakov so that Yitzchok would think it is
Esav (as Rashi state, Yakov came with
chochma). So, when he showed up, with
a physical feel of Esav and sounding like
Yakov, Yitzchok was convinced that this
was indeed Esav. So, he gave him the

brochos.

There is a great lesson to learn from this,
WIN 171 niawnn nin. Esav had it all
figured out; he planned on acting in a
manner that would cause Yaakov to lose
out on the brachos, but DIpn X' "N NxVI-



in the end, it was this very plan that
convinced Yitzchok.

The Ralbag writes: Nt n71ma 17 2'uIn 872 12
LU Mwn anw nnn vNN? N2aNn DY
12TNN pMNN? AWNY NN 72w RN 72N
"X ININ NIQPNAN NIA0N XX XINn- No
matter what a person does to circumvent
this that Hashem has decreed, it will not
help him at all. Rather, he will find that
whatever he has done to distance
himself, will actually be used to bring him
closer to the fulfillment of Hashem’s
decree.

We can explain Yaakov’s mention of
Hashem’s name in another manner.
Although on the outside Yaakov was
prepared to wear a disguise in order to
receive the brachos, he still was unwilling
to alter his pnimiyus which very much
relates to the way a person talks. “Ay, by
mentioning Hashem you may blow it,”
Yaakov wasn’t worried that he would be
penalized by Hashem for that.

Why did he even want these brachos? His
mother revealed to him that it was ratzon
Hashem to receive them. With these
brachos, he would establish the shevatim
and Am Yisroel. Specifically, now of all
times, whilst securing the future of Klal
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Yisroel, he was not about to conceal the
pnimiyus of a yid which has the name of
Hashem on the lips at all times.

This lesson holds true with anything that
we do which is ratzon Hashem. This
means that in business we must be
honest and follow the laws of Choshen
Mishpat. It also means that one does not
need to skip minyan for the mitzvah of
earning parnassah. Furthermore, there
are times that a person is faced with an
opportunity to do an important mitzvah,
perhaps even considered by many as
nefesh. If the
accomplishment are not in harmony with

pikuach means of
the torah’s outlook, Yaakov Avinu teaches
us that we do not say, “but the ends
justify the means.” Hashem will bring
about whatever needs to happen without
compromising on our hashkafos.

Good Shabbos, ®YDOR 577
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